Health Systems in Action
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« Armenia is working towards universal health « The health budget nearly doubled between
coverage by expanding the basic benefits 2018 and 2022, but public spending on health
package (BBP) and by as a share of GDP is still one of the lowest in

o Increasing public spending on health the WHO European Region and the share of
o Improving quality of care and, total government expenditure spent on health
o Enhancing primary care. has remained static.

« The BBP covers the whole population for « Armenia faces a shortage of health workers,
primary care. While inpatient care and particularly nurses. Much of the health
outpatient medicine coverage has expanded workforce is concentrated in the capital,
since 2019, it remains limited. A significant Yerevan, but the Ministry of Health (MoH) is
proportion of the population continues to rely trying to address regional staff shortages.
primarily on out-of-pocket (OOP) payments « The government is expanding the use of
which compromises financial protection and innovative technologies to increase access
access, especially for low-income groups and accountability and empower patients.
(Fig.1). « Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) account

for more than 83% of all deaths (2022) and the
burden is rising. Main risk factors are high
blood pressure, smoking and unhealthy diet.
In response, the MoH is working on public
health, screening and tobacco control.

« Routine childhood vaccination rates are high,
and infant and maternal mortality rates have
been declining.

Fig. 1. OOP payments as a share of health spending
are the highest in the Region

= « There has been a reduction in infectious
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diseases overall, but Armenia faces
A —— challenges in containing multi-drug resistant
B RSB SSEEERRERREIRRRRE tuberculosis.
Armenia WHO European Region European Region
Population in millions (2022) 2.7 929.1 512.7
GDP per capita PPP$ (2021) 14 630 38 936 48 615
Life expectancy at birth 76.6 (2019) 78.2 79.9
Maternal mortality per 100,000 live births (2020) 27.2 12.6 6.4
Infant mortality per 1000 live births (2021) 9.5 6.3 3.2
Poverty rate (% of population) 24.8 (2022) 14.9 (2018) 17.0 (2018)
Sources are given in full in the Insight and include WHO, Eurostat and the World Bank & ;(I;i\‘q}
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